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PARISHES OF CAMBERWELL, BALWYN & DEEPDENE 

PENTECOST (YEAR A) • 31 MAY 2020  

 

 

Spending Time with the Word of God… 

Find a quiet space 

Place a candle as a focus for your prayer; you might want to use a red candle 

or a red candle and a white candle. 

Light the candle in acknowledgement of Christ’s presence among 

us, when you are ready. 

Add symbols of the Holy Spirit. 

When you are ready, quieten yourself and welcome the Spirit into your heart. 

 

GATHERING RITE 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

All:  Amen 

Leader: As we come together, remotely, let us pray, acknowledging our need 
to care and respect each other. 
 

All: The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, alleluia. 

 

Leader: O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast  
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation, 
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit  
across the face of the earth 
and, with the divine grace that was at work 
when the Gospel was first proclaimed, 
fill now once more the hearts of believers. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

All:  Amen. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

As we prepare to listen and proclaim the Gospel the following introduction can be 

said: 

Reader: Lord be in my heart and on my lips as I proclaim and listen to your 

holy Gospel. 

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John         
Jn 20: 19-23   As the Father sent me, so I send you: Receive the Holy Spirit 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in 

the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came 

and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and 

showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy 

when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with 

you’. 

‘As the Father sent me, 

so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 

for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

Response:  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ 

 

 REFLECT AND RESPOND 

Take a few moments to ponder the words of God’s love and the 

impact they have on you. 

● What words of the Gospel speak to you today?  

● Jesus is offering the disciples his peace, what does “peace” look 

like for you? 

● What gift of the Spirit do you most need at the moment? 

 

Response:  Pray the Sequence: 

Holy Spirit, Lord of light, 

From the clear celestial height 
Thy pure beaming radiance give. 

Come, thou Father of the poor, 



3 
 

Come with treasures which endure; 
Come, thou light of all that live! 

Thou, of all consolers best, 
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest, 
Dost refreshing peace bestow; 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet; 
Pleasant coolness in the heat; 
Solace in the midst of woe. 

Light immortal, light divine, 
Visit thou these hearts of thine, 
And our inmost being fill: 

If thou take thy grace away, 
Nothing pure in man will stay; 
All his good is turned to ill. 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour thy dew; 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray. 

Thou, on us who evermore 
Thee confess and thee adore, 
With thy sevenfold gifts descend: 

Give us comfort when we die; 
Give us life with thee on high; 
Give us joys that never end. 
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader:  Sisters and brothers, with the Holy Spirit as our gift, let us bring our 
prayers before God. 

Reader:  That the Church might be a beacon of hope and love, spreading the 
joy of the Holy Spirit 

(pause) 

Lord, hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  That our parishes’ leadership might have the gift of wisdom and 
courage to make decisions that will lead our faith communities to be 
signs of the Holy Spirit, spreading the love of God to all we serve. 
(pause) 

Lord, hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the Holy Spirit will renew our hearts, our minds and our actions. 

(pause) 

Lord, hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  That we might recognise Christ in the lonely and the poor and 

respond to their need. 

(pause) 

Lord, hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  That through the Holy Spirit, those who have died will be in the 

presence of the Lord Most High. 

(pause) 

Lord, hear us: 
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  God our Father, we are made one in the Holy Spirit. Hear our prayers 

and by the fire that is kindled in our hearts, help us to live as 

Christians united in holiness, forgiveness and love. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
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OUR FATHER 

Leader:  Jesus taught his disciples to pray, and so we have the courage to say: 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

  Amen. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 

All:  Jesus, you promised that you will be with us to the end of time, 

be with us today, fill us with your love. 
Jesus, come to us, for we need you. 
Although we cannot receive you in Communion today 
we unite ourselves in faith, hope and love. 
Come Lord Jesus, come into our lives. 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 

BLESSING FOR THE WORLD, FOR OUR COUNTRY AND OUR HOME 

All:  O God, who bestow heavenly gifts upon your Church, 
safeguard, we pray, the grace you have given, 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out upon her 
may retain all its force. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


