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A Clare Benediction

May the Lord show his mercy upon you;
May the light of his presence be your guide:

May he guard you and uphold you;
May his spirit be ever by your side.

When you sleep may his angels watch over you;
When you wake may he fill you with his grace:
May you love him and serve him all your days

Then in heaven may you see his face.

May the Lord's loving kindness surround you;
Keep you safe as you journey on your way:

May he lead you and inspire you
As he grants you the gift of each new day.

May he bless all your loved ones and cherish them;
Ev'ry friend, ev'ry stranger at your door:

In the name of his Son our Saviour Christ
May God bless you now and evermore.

Songwriter: John Rutter
A Clare Benediction lyrics © Oxford University Press

..........................

Congratulations Father Brendan on the 30th anniversary of your
Priestly Ordination. Although we are unable to celebrate with you, 
we are thinking of you.  We pray that God will continue to bless and
strengthen you to continue the ministry entrusted to you. Wishing 
you many more happy and healthy years ahead.

Parish communities of Camberwell, Balwyn, 
Deepdene and Surrey Hills Wattle Park
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Spiritual
Guide

John, Sam, Emma, Lucy and 
Noah Mariadason
Congratulations on this wonderful
achievement and contribution! 
You have been an absolutely
wonderful Parish Priest and
spiritual guide to us all, and we
greatly appreciate your leadership
of the Parish and your personal
friendship.  We are privileged to
have you as our PP and are
incredibly proud of your
achievement!  Wishing you every
happiness and success in the years
ahead and looking forward to
celebrating in person with you very
soon.

 [Jesus] said to them
again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said
this, he breathed on
them and said to them,
“Receive the holy
Spirit.” (Jn 20:21–22)

Inspiring

Gladys Choy
Congrats on your 30th year of
priesthood.  Sorry that we're unable
to give you a hug or shake your hand
under this very stressful time.
However,  we thank you for letting
Him use you to make a difference.
May you be blessed by The Lord.
With a prayer to God that he will be
with you in  the task, that He has
called you to.  May He grant you
peace and strength in the days
ahead.  Anyway, have a wonderful
day, take care and looking forward
to seeing you soon.  God bless.

Franco, Michelina and Marc Ranieri
Your selfless ministry in Christ has
been inspiring, fruitful, worthy of the
lord and pleasing to him. We are so
grateful to have you in our
community. Congratulations 
Fr Brendan on 30 years  of priestly
service.

Celine Fernandez
Congratulations Father on the 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination. May
God bless and guide you through
the next THIRTY years.
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Remarkable
Milestone

Catherine and Kevin Courtney
Congratulations on reaching this remarkable milestone in such good form. We
are constantly grateful that you are our Parish priest.  We admire your
reverence in the liturgy, your modern approach to our changing Church, your
articulate homilies and your warmth and care to all your flock. I do hope and
pray that we can be together again in the near future.  In the meantime we
appreciate your dedication to providing us with Mass online.   We wish you
many more years of successful ministry, albeit with less stress and more time
to enjoy relaxing holidays. We hope you can enjoy any celebrations that these
times can offer.  With our sincere congratulations, many blessings and thanks, 

Journey of Faith

Tony, Cathy, Alice, James & Emma Whelan
Congratulations on this very special occasion, your 30th Ordination Anniversary!
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do - your sacrifice and love for
others are truly wonderful and we are most appreciative. We continue to be
impressed by your achievements in academia and by your commercial focus
enabling a better life for those in the Parishes and beyond. Your foresight is
remarkable, your action determined, your consideration of all thoughtful and
appropriate: yet you are human! Thank you for guiding us on our journeys of
faith - with the Sacraments, for showing such  patience with altar serving and
for your understanding of where each of us are at on our individual paths. Your
constant encouragement enables each of us to maintain a connection with our
Parish and faith - not an easy task! Thank you, Father Brendan, for including us
in your journey, we have loved being a part of it. We also thank you for being
such an integral part of our family’s life  and for your wonderful friendship ( even
encouraging fitness through walking and sharing in crepes from Uber eats!).
You continue to inspire us and instil confidence in our faith and in humanity.
Congratulations and well done!  With immense gratitude and respect,
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May God bless and guide you

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me. (Is 61:1)

Judy Crowe-Conway
Brendan! 30years is a very long time. Since you have come to the OLGC parish
you achieved so much such as including singing and musicians in all Masses,
renovating the OLGC church, adding 4 new parishes to your portfolio, and
meanwhile finding time to study for a doctorate!!!!! And you have achieved all of
this and more with collaboration, good organisation and a sense of humour. I
appreciate you achieved much before you came to Deepdene such as working in
the Catholic Education Office and many other parishes. Congratulations Brendan.
We love you at Deepdene and wish you all the best on 25th August. (I can't wait
to see what you do in the next 30 years!!!!).
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Priestly Service
He commissioned us to preach to the people. (Acts 10:42)

Budget Used

Gabrielle Cirnigliaro
Congratulations and best wishes on
your 30 years of priestly service.
Thank you very much for being a very
caring and understanding priest and
friend. I love attending your Mass
services and all that you do for our
parish We are all very lucky to have
you and may God continue to bless
you.  During these difficult times you
and your dedicated staff have done a
great job in keeping us all connected.
I miss you and hope to see you again
very soon. Take care and stay safe.

 
Melissa Tonkin
My warmest congratulations to this
your 30th Anniversary of Holy
Ordination as a priest.  You and I
have met / yet never actually met in
the strangest of historical
circumstances and times. Though
I’m renewed to our Church, you
seem already like a known and
trusted friend spiritual leader and
friend. God bless you Father in your
continued life in the Holy service. 

Carina, Anne, Gerardine, Carolyn,
Ha, Maria & Susan (Loreto Sisters)
Congratulations and our prayers
Brendan on this great anniversary.
Our thanks for all you have done
over your three parishes (or is it
Five??). I don’t know how you have
managed to keep sane over these
years!  Hope you’re having a
different sort of time during these
weeks of shut-down!  Maybe a bit of
extra rest?? Greetings and our love &
prayers from the Loreto Sisters in
KIng St. Malvern East.

Peter Hudson
Congratulations on the occasion of
your 30th anniversary of ordination
Fr Brendan. Thank you for your
down to earth expression of your
ministry, particularly your homilies in
making the messages for reflection
of the gospels relevant in context for
us today. May you have many more
anniversaries to come.



Vision

Above all, let your love for
one another be intense.
(1Peter 4:8)

Louisa & Lachlan Pitcher
Thank you for being such an
inspiring priest - you help restore our
faith in the church. We love your
sermons and at the present times
your weekly prayers. We particularly
love your inclusiveness. We feel
very fortunate to have you as our
parish priest. Thank you for all you
do.

Moore Family
Congratulations on your outstanding
achievement. You are an inspiration
to us all.  

Marian Nicolazzo
Congratulations Brendan on this
special anniversary. Thank you for
leading our parish with such clear
vision, dedication, intelligence,
calmness and a good sense of
humour. You have made such a
significant contribution to Catholic
education and the wider community
through your work and scholarship.
Wishing you much happiness, peace
and continued success for many
more years.
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Shepherd

John & Elvia Joyce
Congratulations Brendan. You are
doing a magnificent job as Parish
Priest for five parishes and all during
difficult times.

Leanore Aro
Congrats Fr Brendan my thoughts
and prayers are with you. Thanks for
everything you do.

Mary & Michael McCloskey
Many congratulations, Brendan, on 30
years of priestly ministry and service
- a wonderful milestone.
May the years ahead be equally
fruitful and rewarding - both for you
personally and for those of us who
look to you for leadership and
guidance. With every best wish.

Keep watch over
yourselves and
over the whole
flock of which the
Holy Spirit has
appointed you
overseers. 
(Acts 20: 28)
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Sr Julianna Drobik OP
Congratulations Brendan on the 
30th anniversary of your ordination.
A significant milestone! May God
continue to guide and sustain you in
your ministry of leadership to the
people of God.

Margaret O'Connor &
Paul Nieuwenhuizen
Congratulations Brendan, on 
30 years ministry of the people of
Melbourne and specifically of our
Parish. May you continue to be
fulfilled in your role and supported
by those around you.
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Wisdom
Lisa Laird
Congratulations, Father Brendan, on
30 years of service - we are very
fortunate to have your energy and
wisdom in our Parish, and in the
Genazzano FCJ College community
too. With thanks from the Laird
Family.

Jane Pitney
Thank you and congratulations on 
 your dedicated service to  the
Church, your commitment to God
and our communities over 30 years -
what a wonderful achievement!

You are so very appreciated,
especially by our family, as a
neighbour, a priest, a confidant and a
friend. We feel so very lucky to have
you in our lives. You are so
hardworking, incredibly generous
and so very valued by the
Elms/Pitney family and we are
forever grateful for your friendship
and support.  Enjoy the celebrations
and I hope it’s not too long before
we can celebrate in person!
Congratulations!

Since we have gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us,  let us exercise
them. (Rom 12:6)

Archbishop Denis J Hart
Congratulations on your thirtieth
ordination anniversary.  For these
years you have served God and his
people with faith and articulate
teaching, and have shown
remarkable leadership in helping
God's people to recognize their gifts
and use them to build up the
Church. As priest, you have led us in
worship, as teacher you have
developed your own abilities so as
to communicate to seminarians  and
lay people the wonder of the
Gospel, while as pastor you have
served in many situations, building
up Deepdene and Balwyn,
Camberwell, Surrey Hills Wattle
Park.  We all regret we cannot
gather with you to thank God for you
and the use of your gifts: be sure
that I will join my Masses and
prayers of thanksgiving to those of
all our people on your anniversary.  I
deeply and humbly appreciate your
welcome to me in the last two years
and for allowing me to contribute in
a small way to the service lof God's
people. God bless you and keep you
safe.



Orena Mendonca
Congratulations, dear Father
Brendan! We are so blessed to
have a priest like you. May God
bless you with good health and
peace, always.

I thank my
God for you

Sr Mary O'Shannessy fcj
Congratulations, Brendan, for thirty
years spent in service to God and
His people. We have indeed been
privileged to have you as our Parish
Priest, even though we sighed
when we heard that you were to
take on Camberwell in addition to
Deepdene and later, Balwyn! And
then, as if that wasn't enough, you
were given Surrey Hills Wattle Park
as well. But because you are able
to delegate so successfully, you
are leading us well towards a
Parish cluster where parishioners
must take on greater responsibility,
as happened in the early Church.
Know that you have the support of
us parishioners. 'I thank my God for
you, and when I pray for you, my
heart is full of joy.'
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Andrew & Louise Cullinan and
Family
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary of your Ordination. A
wonderful achievement and I hope
you are able to celebrate this
milestone in some way with your
family.

Fr Philip Malone
on behalf of our MSC Community
and myself, every good wish and
blessing as you clebrate this
significant anniversary which
represents a wonderful commitment
to ministry. Thank you, and your
team, for all you continue to do on
our behalf. Ad multos annos.



Leadership

The love of Christ impels us.
(2 Cor 5:14)

Sow Lim & Geraldine Choong
Congratulations on this great
milestone in your priesthood.  Many
thanks for your many years of
devoted and caring ministry.
May God bless you and be with you
in all you do. Congratulations once
more.

Joan & Jac O'Shea
Well done Brendan. Keep up the
good work! God bless.

De-Stefanis Family
Congratulations and thank you 
Fr Brendan, we as a family deeply
appreciate your pastoral care you
have provided to our family
throughout your tenure at OLGC.

Kate & Michael Baines
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood. Thank you for the many
ways you have inspired, served and
led people to Christ through your
30 years of dedicated priestly
ministry.  May the love of the Lord
continue to guide and direct you.
God Bless you on this milestone of
devotion and service. Love and
blessings.
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Sr Mary Gabrielle Clarke, rsc
Congratulations Brendan and thank
you for these thirty years of service
to our Church, our world, our
wonderful parish and to me
personally. You will never know the
extent  of your effect on people.
Enjoy this special time and start
looking towards the next thirty
years!! Many prayers and best
wishes.

Florence Chin & Ben Fung
Your holy service to the Lord
touches so many hearts and inspires
so many lives. May God's goodness
and kindness be with you on this
special day and all the days of your
life. God bless you and may He keep
you safe in the palm of His hand. 
Congratulations and best wishes on
your 30th Anniversary of Priesthood.

Dan McOwan
Congratulations on your 30 years as
a Priest. Thank you for your spiritual
Masses, your thoughtful and
thought-provoking sermons and
your good sense of humour. Thank
you also for your wise leadership,
especially over the last few years
overseeing the amalgamation of the
parishes now under your
administration.  May you be with us
for another 30 years. All the best in
these trying times.

May God
bless you
abundantly
Ann & Frank Shelton
Warm congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of your ordination to the
priesthood. We know that we are
very fortunate to have you as our
parish priest.  We appreciate very
much your excellent sermons and
all you do to make OLGC such a
great parish.

Lorraine Baptista
I remember speaking to Father
Brendan for the first time last year at
a very pivotal and painful time in my
life. And what he said to me then has
resonated with me since. My life is
better today by God's wonderful
grace. Thank you Father Brendan for
your gentle and kind ministering of
our church. May God bless you
abundantly. Best wishes.

Judy & David Rogers
Congratulations & our best wishes
on the occasion of your 30th
anniversary. We are very grateful for
your constant presence in our lives
during your time at OLGC.



Father Brendan Reed 13

Pastoral Care

Judy and John Savage
Our  Congratulations  and  loving
best wishes,  as  you  celebrate 
 your  30th  Anniversary  of
ordination  to  the  priesthood,  it  is  
a  great  achievement. We  have
seen  a  wonderful  transformation
of  the  parish  over  the  years
under  your  guidance  both
spiritually  and  the  beautiful
renovations  to  O.L.G.C.  So  a  big
thank  you  for  your  leadership,
and  may  the  years ahead  be
filled  with many  blessings  and
good  health,  God  Bless.

Fr Peter Malone, MSC
Congratulations on 30 years of
priestly ministry - and every blessing
for the next 30 years.

Whoever preaches, let
it be with the words of
God; whoever serves,
let it be with the
strength that God
supplies. (1 Peter 4:11)

Good Health

Tony & Marie McGinley
Congratulations on this Anniversary
well done. Thankyou for all you do for
us . God Bless and many more years
of faithful service to come.

Betty Rudin
Brendan I have very fond memories
of your pastoral care and friendship
over many years at Deepdene.
Heartfelt thanks and
Congratulations. May God's
Blessings continue to pour over you.

Antoinette Monaco
Congratulations on the 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination to the
Priesthood. God bless you and all
you have achieved and will continue
to achieve. Enjoy your special day
with those that are dear to you. 

Carina Reid
Warm and loving congratulations on
your 30th anniversary in the
priesthood.  Thank you for your
years of service to God and his
people. Hope you become a
Monsignor soon.



Prayer
Sr Anna Parlevliet
Congratulations Brendan on your 
30 years of wonderful service and
leadership. Thanks for all you do to
keep our parishes together
especially during this pandemic.                            
Prayer, love  and keep safe. 

Jeff Poon
Congratulations on 30 years of
serving God and his subjects.  May
God continue to bless you for many
more years to come.

Eugene Falk
Congratulations and thanks Fr.
Brendan for giving us your
thoughtfulness, caring, guidance in
developing into engaged parishes.

Terry & Josie Arundell
Congratulations Father Brendan on
30 years of outstanding service to
Church and Community. 

Rather, whoever
wishes to be great
among you shall
be your servant.
(Matt 20: 26)

Father Brendan Reed 14

Richard & Stephanie Dahlsen and
family
This is an amazing milestone!  To be
committed to service of others in
your priesthood for such a long time
is a wonderful achievement and we
as a family are very grateful for your
leadership and pastoral care of the
Parishes you lead and the schools
you have involvement in.  Your reach
to so many is quite significant and
may it long continue.

Kathy Nanscawen
Congratulations on the 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination. God
Bless.
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John & Chris Sartori
Congratulations on your 30th year of
Ordination. We are blessed to have
you as our Parish Priest.  You have
many fine qualities and abilities, but
in our eyes, it is in the role of Parish
Priest that you excel. Take care of
yourself during these difficult times
and into the future. With our
warmest wishes.

Tricia, Trevor, James, Michael
& Jonathan Norman
Congratulations Brendan as you
celebrate 30 years of priestly life and
ministry. Thank you for leading and
serving our communities with faith,
courage, and wisdom. You energise
and challenge us to be a welcoming,
listening, and outward looking
Church.  As our Priest, friend, and
employer (Tricia) you continue to
walk with us as we encounter God’s
loving presence in the Church with
sacraments, prayer, scripture and
pastoral care. Thank you for being a
most generous and insightful
mentor. With our love and abundant
blessings on this day, and every
happiness and success for your
future endeavours, including those
‘I’ve been thinking’ moments!

Jack Martin
Warmest congratulations and thank
you. I hope you know how greatly
you are appreciated by all of us, and
we admire so much how you take on
all that is presented to you.

Patient 
and Kind
Presence 
Rani Ryan
Michael and I want to congratulate
you on the 30th Anniversary of your
Ordination.  Your years at Deepdene
have been a great experience for us, -
we so admire your leadership and
your care of the community, and your
enthusiasm.  It has always been
wonderful to attend your celebration
of the Eucharist, and to hear your
beautiful and inspiring homilies. I feel
honoured to be able to assist as a
Sacristan on Wednesday mornings. It
is lovely, and I do appreciate your
patient and kind presence.

Michael and I wish you the very best
in your pastoral life.  We hope you
can have a proper Anniversary
celebration - and then some rest and
a lovely holiday when life has settled
down after Covid.

Pamela Fraser
Have a great anniversary. I wish we
could all be together and celebrate.
Thanks for all your amazing
guidance. I feel blessed to be part of
our ever growing parish. Thanks. God
Bless.



Welcome and
Inclusion

Damian Clarke
Thirty years in any profession, job,
career is something worth
celebrating. Congratulations to you
on this fantastic hallmark. As a
member of the Catholic community,
for your commitment, dedication
and ministry, I thank you. Party hard
but party safely! 

Tina & John Natoli
Congratulations on your 30 years as
a priest! Your ongoing commitment
to our parishes knows no bounds.
Moving into this parish four years
ago, our faith was renewed through
your welcome and inclusion in
parish life. You are a wonderful
example of priesthood and your
sense of humour and fine mind are
evident in your homilies, which
challenge us and reinforce God’s
love for us.  It is a pleasure and
privilege to call you our Parish Priest.
May God continue to shower you
with blessings.

James Squire
Congratulations Fr Brendan. Good
luck for the next 30! The Squire
family.
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Fred & Mary Bendeich
We would like to wish you well on
the occasion of the 30th anniversary
of your ordination.  May God's
blessings rest on you and  your
work, in the parishes and elsewhere.   
We do appreciate the work you are
putting in to maintain contact with us
during the Covid lockdown,
particularly the opportunity to watch
Sunday Masses.  This cannot really
replace attending Mass and
receiving Communion, but it still
gives us a certain sense of the
community which is an essential
property of the Church.  We
understand, too, the stress that
present circumstances impose on
you and Father Trac, and pray for
God's support and guidance for you.
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Knowledge, Depth 
and Spirituality

Vince & Sally Curatore
May the Lord continue to enlighten, guide and bless you in your ministry,
spreading God's message of love, faith and hope. Thank you for the
knowledge, depth and spirituality you bring in your homilies - you have a
special gift of touching each and everyone's life. In particular we thank you for
joining our son Sebastian and daughter in law Janie in marriage this year.
Though of different faith, you welcomed Janie and her family into the Parish of
Our Lady of Victories. Thank you and congratulations on thirty splendid years
in priesthood.

Companionship 
and Friendship

Judy, Christopher & James Lees
Around the physical building of OLGC, you've built an actual community. Its
become a place of celebration, of companionship and friendship and a refuge
in times of individual and now global crisis. This has been a result of the actual
practice of our faith - not just for the one hour a week when we come to Mass,
but through the instruction and context your guidance of us through the
liturgy provides. 

My family endured the loss of Dad this year, and it was in retreating to our
faith that we had been able to endure the loss. We were so grateful  to you for
performing the  Mass and ceremony at the graveside, all while
accommodating the sadness of your own father battling his final illness. 
You have been a gift to our parish, Brendan and have enhanced every aspect
of parish life. Congratulations on this wonderful milestone. Can't wait for a
proper celebration when poor old Melbourne is Covid free.
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The McKernan Family
We would like to congratulate you on the magnificent achievement of 
30 years as a priest. We particularly thank you for the leadership you have
shown at our parish here in Balwyn and Deepdene. The energy and drive you
have provided to our community has been amazing. Just thinking about all the
activity that has occurred in your time with us is a credit to your desire to
make a difference. From Barnsbury to parish mergers to renovations through
to creating a school that is a desired educational destination for our
youngsters. Then your ability to distill messages for us from complex writings
and bring them to life..........Thanks for devoting your life to all this work and for
giving part of it to us here in Balwyn, Deepdene and Camberwell. 

Gift of Discernment

Jesus said to his disciples: "As the Father loves me, so I also
love you.  Remain in my love."  (John: 15:9-12)



Learning
Staff and students of 
Genazzano FCJ College
Congratulations on your 
30th Anniversary of Ordination.
Genazzano is blessed to have you as
College Chaplain. With love.

Sally & Hannah McIntosh 
and family
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary of priestly service. Our
parishes are very fortunate to have
such a dynamic and engaging Parish
Priest - a good shepherd tending and
nurturing his flock. During these
unusual times you’ve kept the Parish
Staff on our toes with ideas to
engage with your flock...and I have
been privileged to be part of the
journey.  I look forward to seeing
what the next 30 years bring....once
again congratulations. 

The cup of
salvation I will
take up, and I will
call upon the
name of the Lord.
(Ps 116:13)
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Angie and Louis Gill
What a blessing you have been to
Deepdene and so many in the
community! I know mum and dad
have a beautiful history with you. I
feel we are blessed to have you in
our lives. My beautiful boy Louis was
christened by you way back in 2015!
He has just turned 5 so feels like way
back when... I hope in my journey
with him I continue to instill many
Catholic values into his life as my
mum has mine. My biggest
congratulations to you for your 30
years of priestly service! Thank you
for helping keep our faith alive.
Warmest wishes to you.
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Lead by Word
and Deed
Enid Chester
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood. My sincere thanks to you
for all your good work and service to
our Church. May God bless and keep
you in good health always.

Ray King
Congratulations on this important
milestone in your life.  Thank you for
your service to our parish and to the
Church over the last 30 years.  The
values that have shone through your
ministry to us are very much
appreciated.  You are in our thoughts
and prayers.   God bless you, Father
Brendan.

Pamela & John Crack
Congratulations and gratitude.

Joe & Mary Sang
Congratulations Fr Brendan on your
30th Anniversary of Ordination, it's
indeed such a wonderful
achievement. We look forward to
meeting you, hopefully soon at
church.

This is my commandment: love one
another as I love you. (John 15:12)

Sr Anne Byrne
Congratulations on your anniversary
and thank you for all those years of
dedication to the Priesthood. I have
only known you in your years at
Camberwell and I am in great
admiration with the pastoral way in
which you lead the parishes by word
and deed. I really enjoyed your
bulletin this weekend with those
words from an anonymous
contributor and the responses that
followed. May you continue to enjoy
good health and go forth in hope in
the unknown ways before us.

Jones Family
Congratulations on 30 years since
your ordination. We hope you get to
eat cake and have a party with your
friends. With best wishes from
Caleb, Isaac, Isabella and Alexandra
Jones plus mum and dad (at OLPS).

Greg Tannock
On behalf of Jessica, my wife and
Caroline and Martin, congratulations
on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of your ordination to the
priesthood. You have been an
exemplary parish priest and we look
forward to  having you for many
more years.



Gratitude

The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
(Ps 23:1)

David Healy
Thirty years is a wonderful milestone
of continuous service to people
simply trying to do the right thing by
God and by their neighbors. My
heartfelt congratulations!

Carlyle and Megan, John, Samantha
and family Perera/Mariadason
Congratulations, and may God Bless
you and give you strength to
continue looking after his flock.

Barbara & John Hamilton
John and I congratulate you on the
occasion of your 30th Anniversary of
Ordination.  We thank you for sharing
your gifts with us at OLGC, we look
forward to attending Mass when we
are again able.  God bless, 

Terri Dixon
Hope you can celebrate this
milestone in some way despite the
restrictions. Hoping to get to know
you better in the months ahead.

Gerard & Fatima
Congratulations on your ordination
anniversary. Thank you for the work
you do. May God bless you and keep
you happy and safe.
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Marie & Paul Thornton-Smith
Thank you, Brendan, for your
devoted care for us, as well as so
many families at OLGC, as our parish
priest. Thank you for your concern
for my mother, Helen, and for me
when we needed your support.
Congratulations on achieving your
PhD! We are very fortunate to have
you as our parish priest and we pray
that you will be able to continue to
serve God and his people in the
parish for many years to come! Much
love and gratitude,

Huang Family
Congratulations on 30 years of
Priesthood! You have been a
wonderful Parish Priest for all of us.
We have been nourished by your
sermons each week and looking
forward to coming back to church
when the time allows. Thank you for
everything that you have done for
the church and our community,
thank you for leading our parish. May
God bless all your work in the future
and continue touching our lives with
your wisdom and courage.

David Rush
Hearty congratulations on your 30
year anniversary  You are true
messenger of the word of God and a
great friend and support to us lucky
parishioners.   Best wishes and good
health for many years to come.

Messenger 
of the Word
of God
Ken & Anne Hanlon
Congratulations Brendan on your
thirty years of service to our
communities. We are sorry that we
are unable to celebrate this fine
achievement with you in person:
however we wish to thank you very
much for the organisation,
commitment and faith-filled insights
you have brought to our lives as
members of the C.B.D Parish group.
We thank you also for providing
pastoral support which has extended
beyond our Parish to members of our
family and our human family. We
wish you every success and
happiness for your future and look
forward to an opportunity when we
can celebrate with you personally.

Ged, Katarina, Chloe & Emma Steele
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary! What a wonderful
achievement.  Thank you so much for
your spiritual guidance and
friendship.  We look forward to
sharing the next 30 years with you. All
our love,
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Music &
Liturgy

Jason Slingo and family
A great achievement in what has
not exactly been a stable period for
our Church! You need to know that
your homilies are the best! Your
knowledge of scripture is clearly
evident and you make it make
sense. Thanks a million. Your
singing too, and love of music is
most uplifting and inspiring.
Thankyou for making music a
priority in our liturgy. The careful
way you have brought the
churches of this area into one is a
credit to you, working through the
difficulties as they have arisen.  And
finally, the way you have just been
your good friendly self. This is so
important and much appreciated.
See you out on the streets as you
walk to keep fit. I'll continue to yell
out from my bike. Stay well and
once again congratulations on the
milestone! 

When the hour came,
Jesus took his place at
table with the apostles.
(Lk 22:14)

Community

Kathy Wilton
We have not really had an
opportunity to get to know each
other as yet but I wish to congratulate
you on your 30 years of priesthood
and service to the Catholic
community.  It is quite a milestone
and one to be celebrated.  Wishing
you every blessing and happiness as
you continue your journey in the
priesthood.

Kath & Des McGregor
Congratulations Father Brendan.  May
you be blessed with good health, so
you can continue  your great work.

Else & Mark Murray
Congratulations Father Brendan on
achieving 30 years in the priesthood.
You are indeed a gift to the Church. 
Thank you for being a part of our
family celebrations. You are truly a
friend to all of us. Enjoy your special
day!

Denis & Nadia Billings
Congratulations on your 30 years of
priestly service. We are  blessed to
have you as our Parish Priest.
We look forward to working and
supporting you and the community.
Thank you again.
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Bev & Tony Santospirito
Our heartiest congratulations to you
on completing 30 years of dedicated
service and fruitful service to God
and his people.  We feel privileged
to have you as our chief parish
pastor fostering our local Church and
ensuring we have every opportunity
to grow in our love for God and
neighbour.

Albert & Marian van Grieken
Our congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination. Your
30 years of dedication to the church
and its people is a major
achievement particularly during
these challenging times. Over the
relatively short time since we moved
to this parish, we have come to
know you as an insightful and very
knowledgeable spiritual leader and
guide, a genuinely caring pastor, and
at the same time a very good
manager of a complex combined
number of parishes (with a good
commercial business understanding
and approach when needed). We
wish you many more years in good
health and with those regular trips
and pray that you will be still with us
for to celebrate your 50th, but then
without lockdowns, to pop those
bottles of bubbles. Enjoy your
celebration and thank you sincerely
for all you have done for us. Our
warmest regards and very best
wishes.

Peace and
Happiness
Brendan & Cora Annesley
Thank you for being our Parish
Priest. May God sustain you in your
priesthood & fill your days with joy.
Congratulations.

Marie Golding
Fr Brendan as you begin to
celebrate this milestone in your
priestly life, may God continue to
bless and guide you through you
continued pastoral work across your
five parishes. As a parishioner you
have been a wonderful support in
my time of need and I have enjoyed
the friendship and the laughs we
have enjoyed in the Press Club.

Ann-Marie Hearn
Congratulations of 30 years of
service. Your honesty, leadership
and pastoral approach to our
community is refreshing and what
we need to remain strong in our faith
and each other. All the very best.

Rosemary Adams
Sincere congratulations Brendan, on
the celebration of your 30 years of
priestly service. A distinguish faithful  
journey. Wishing you good health,
peace and happiness for many more
years.



Compassion
David Moore
Thanks Fr Brendan for enriching my
faith journey and that of my wife,
Sonya, since we moved into the
parish a year ago.  Because Sonya is
having cancer treatment and is
unable to attend Mass, the weekly
online Masses have been an
absolute bonus for us, nourishing us.  
Just because you only see a few of
us, please don't feel you are not
ministering to us in a wonderful way.

Leone & Rick Gole
Father Brendan you are truly a man
of the people. Congratulations on 
30 years in the priesthood. A great
milestone! We are in awe of the way
you relate to everyone with such
warmth, humor and compassion. One
of your many gifts is your ability to
express the message of the gospel
with great wisdom and relevance to
our everyday lives. Thank you for
your service.

Go out to all the
world and tell the
Good News. 
(Mark: 16:15)
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Yolanda Torrisi & Douglas Travis
Congratulations on your 30 years
anniversary of dedication to giving
life to the Word of God. Your
personable nature and welcome
embrace of all you come to know,
brings much warmth to those
around you. Thank you for being so
welcoming of Douglas and I and
being a special part of my daughter
Paris's journey in receiving her
sacraments. May we continue to be
blessed by your presence in our
lives. Congratulations on your pearl
anniversary of priestly service. Warm
regards.
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Gift of Your Vocation
Jim Milligan
Hey Brendan, our hearty congratulations on the 30th anniversary of your
ordination! It’s so disappointing we can’t all be together as a community to
celebrate. It only seems like a short while since I “discovered” OLGC Parish, it’s
great liturgies and your wonderful homilies, all of which cemented my return
to the faith after such a long and barren absence. Thank you Brendan! Never
for a moment underestimate the gift of your vocation to us, the people of God
and to the life of the Church. Let me close with a Gaelic blessing! Slain agus
bheannacht de libh - good health and the blessings of God be with you! Oh,
and cheers too.

Prayerful 
Christine & Damien Smith and family
Congratulations on this significant milestone in your priesthood and life. We
send our best wishes to you for continued good health, fulfillment and much
happiness in the years ahead. We are very grateful to you for your support,
care and concern for ourselves, our family and all parishioners in
endeavouring to live our lives with faith. Whether weddings, funerals,
anointing the sick, sacraments, celebrating Mass etc, we appreciate your
unique, prayerful and uplifting presence, ongoing commitment, and the
sharing of your insights. You are a much-valued linchpin for our parishes and
we hope that you will continue as our priest for at least another 30 years!
Celebrate well and enjoy all the accolades you so richly deserve. With very
special thoughts, prayers and wishes to you.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life. (Ps 23:6)
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Sacraments
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace
be with you." (John 20:21)

Budget Used
Christine Dennis
Congratulations and best wishes.
Father Brendan on your 30 years of
Priestly service. All our family really
appreciate all you have done for us
over your many years as our Parish
Priest .... welcoming us all into the
Parish Community and being there
for us in bad times and good with
wise words. It has been especially
comforting during these months of 
 the COVID 19 Pandemic to have
Mass at home every Sunday. Thank
you so much for all you do!

Patricia Robertson
Congratulations and best wishes.

Jennifer Gray
Congratulations on reaching this
significant milestone. It is such a
privilege to call you a friend and it
has been an honour to work with you
over the past 10 years. Thank you!
May you be blessed with health and
happiness for the coming years as
you continue to lead our parish
school.

Desley and James, Lauren, Mark
and Oskar, William and Claire,
James H and Anna
Congratulations on such a wonderful
milestone. You have been such an
important priest and friend to the
Wilton family since you arrived in the
parish. We have treasured your
ministrations and company and
support for many years. May the
years ahead bring you good times,
good health and fulfilment of your
wishes.

Kathryn, Mark & Patrick Campbell
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary as a priest....I'm sure
you're thinking where did the time
go! It is a wonderful achievement
and we are truly blessed to have you
as our parish priest. Whilst it's
unfortunate that we can't celebrate
this occasion with you in person, and
raise a toast to you with a nice glass
(or 2) of red, we shall do so in the,
hopefully, not too distant future; but
for now please accept our very best
wishes.



Friendship

But grace was given to each
of us according to the
measure of Christ's gift.
(Ephesians 4:7)

Kathy & Julian Sakowski
Congratulations on your 30 year
Ordination anniversary.  Thanks for
your dedication and service.  Our
parishes are very fortunate to have
you in our lives. Best wishes.

The Clements Family
Thank you so much for everything
you have done for our family. It has
been so special to have you a part of
so many important moments, from
the weddings of Michael, Richard
and Madeleine to the baptisms of
Audrey and Billie. Although we have
often traveled far from home it has
always been so lovely to come
together again and celebrate these
sacraments with you.
Congratulations on 30 years in the
priesthood. We can only imagine the
impact you have had on countless
other families and feel truly blessed
to know you.  With much love.
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Sandra Spurio
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary and thank you for being
part of mine and my family’s life for
many years, including celebrating
First Communion, Confirmation and
many Easter and Christmas masses
with us. Your care, interest and
concern for our parish community is
evident and you always make
everyone feel welcome. I also
appreciate your insight and wisdom
in illuminating the gospel and
relating it to our everyday lives.
Often I have heard the right word at
the right time which has helped me
in my personal journey. Thank you
for serving our community so
faithfully and well. God bless.

Alex, Kerrie-Anne, Cameo and
Roman Porreca
We would like to send you our
congratulations on the 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination.
‘We know that all things work
together for good for those who love
God, for those who are called
according to His purpose.’ Romans
8:28. Thank you for being such a
gentle shepherd and guide for our
family, we feel blessed to have you
as our parish priest and friend.

Illuminating
the Gospel
Kath Burke
Congratulations to Fr Brendan on
your dedicated years for our Lord
and souls.  Half way now to the
Golden Years in the loving Lord's
keeping in retirement.

Jill Butler
Congratulations and best wishes.
You will not make it to Rome! There
will be too many spaces to fill here.
Love and best wishes.

Toni Di Pietrantonio and family
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination into
the Priesthood. God Bless you
always.

Anthony, Kim, Rebecca and 
Jed Feneley
Congratulations Brendan on
reaching this milestone, and on
everything that you have achieved
during this time for the parishes that
you have served and the wider
community. We are incredibly
blessed for your vocation and by
your dedication to our Faith and the
Parish, and more so we are blessed
for the gift of your friendship. Best
wishes.



Neighbour

Blessed are they who dwell
in your house, O Lord.
(Ps 84:3)

Marg & Michael Ryan
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of your ordination to the
Priesthood. We, and the thousands
of others who have had the good
fortune to know you, are very
pleased you made the decision you
did 30 plus years ago. We are
blessed to have you as our Parish
Priest. Thanks for the tremendous
work you have done, and continue
to do.

Vladimir Varga
On behalf of the Varga family,
congratulations Fr Brendan on your
magnificent achievement. May there
be many more years of priestly
service ahead of you. Thank you for
your support of our family in recent
years. We look forward to
congratulating you in person when
the chance arises.

Max Potter
Congratulations on 30 years of
priestly service. I have known you
since your days in the Seminary,
when you were ordained to the
Priesthood and during your days in
Catholic Education.  You are a great
friend. Warmest wishes.
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Devoted and
Generous
Service
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Scott McKay
Congratulations on 30 years of
service to the Lord and parishioners
in the priesthood. We are thankful
for your devoted and generous
service during this time. May Our
Lord continue to bless you and you
priestly ministry In our parishes. With
best wishes.

Angela Dupuche
Congratulations and thank you for 
30 years of wonderful servant
priesthood, leadership and pastoral
care. I have had the good fortune to
have experienced this for 15 years.
Warm regards.

Mary Kotefski
Congratulations and best wishes
Father Brendan.

Mike & Anne Lescai
Congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of your ordination. I am
thinking of the thousands of
people your ministry has touched
directly, and the multitude of
thousands those people have
assisted. Your ability to connect, be
inclusive, use the right language and
always be 'present' is a credit to you
as an individual. The world glows
brighter because of you. We are
proud and blessed to know you, and
proud that we share your parish. God
knows your work is not done - may
you look forward to the challenges
of the future. Congratulations and
thank you.

As the Spirit came to rest on
them, they prophesied.
(Numbers 11:25)



Anne and Tony McIlroy
Tony and I want to send our congratulations to Fr. Brendan on his 30 years of
priestly service. Brendan has been and remains a wonderful parish priest at
firstly at OLGC and now Balwyn, Camberwell, Surrey Hills Wattle Park. He has
shown us his compassion and care for all those who are part of this
community and his homilies are a source of spiritual development that we
have both appreciated. Brendan's pastoral skills are matched by his
superlative managerial skills and we have all benefitted from the great team
he has assembled around him. We know how lucky we are to be his
parishioners and his friends, and we wish him all the best in the future of his
priestly service.
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Compassion and Care 

To give them oil of gladness in place of mourning, a glorious
mantle instead of a listless spirit. (Is 61:3)
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Inspired by the
Holy Spirit

Daniel & May Li Ong
A huge Congratulations on your 30th anniversary in the ordained priesthood
ministry! May Li and I would like to deeply express our sincerest gratitude for
your steadfast leadership in action and word, commitment in prayer for the
spiritual health and longevity of our parishes and school, the dedicated
support and contributions to the various lay ministries in our parishes and
compassionate personal pastoral care throughout these 5 wonderful years
(and many more hope and spirit filled years to come in our parish life journey
with you as our parish priest and pastor by God's amazing grace) in the
parishes of Balwyn, Camberwell and Deepdene (and now Surrey Hills too!).

We are so very grateful for the blessing and loving support through your
presence at both our nuptial Mass and wedding reception in May last year.
Thank you Fr. Brendan for taking the time from your busy schedule to
celebrate with the both of us our Sacrament of Holy Matrimony!

May God's love continue to burn brightly in your spirit and may you always be
inspired by His Spirit to live out with enthusiasm and joy the fruits of the
Sacrament of Priesthood!  With grateful hearts and Christ's love.

Journey

Elizabeth & Terry Vickers
Congratulations and best wishes on your 30th Anniversary.  May you have
many more years of rewarding service to the communities you work with.  I
personally always enjoy your homilies at Mass. They are informed and
translate the past of the Church to a relevance in today's world. Thank you.
Best wishes and good health for many years.
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Lina & Joseph Scalzo and family
Congratulations, love and best
wishes on this important milestone,
your 30th Anniversary of Priesthood.
We pray God's warmest blessings
on you and all your family. We thank
you for your friendship, your pastoral
leadership, your very inclusive
positive nature and your generous
spirit, accepting everyone without
judgement. We are blessed to have
you as our Parish Priest. Thank you
for all you do for us in streaming the
Mass every week. We pray that God
will bless you with good health and
happiness now and always. For
the work you have done for us we
give thanks. For what you are doing,
give God praise. We go forward with
you in the future with lots of hope.
Best wishes. PS. Luisa De Stefanis
and Vivian Tibaldi join in wishing you
all of the above.

Genny & Tony Nunan
Tony and I want to express our
thanks to you as a wonderful priest
and a good friend. You’ve been with
us through the joy of weddings and
baptisms, holidays and parties and
the sadness of funerals. We will
always be grateful to you and hope
we have many more years of the
pleasure of knowing you.
Congratulations on reaching your 
30 year milestone. Every best wish
for the next 30!

Ann Downton
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination to the
Priesthood. You have been a
wonderful Parish Priest and spiritual
guide to us all, and we appreciate all
you have achieved in our Parish. I am
particularly grateful to you for the
support and comfort to our family
when Mum passed away, and your
willingness to celebrate her funeral
Mass even though you were on
leave. It meant a great deal to us
particularly as you were very
special to her. May you continue to
inspire and enrich our lives through
your homilies and spiritual
leadership, and enjoy many more
years of happiness and fulfillment
in your life. Thank you so much and
all the very best for the future.  
Warmest wishes,

We go
forward 
with you in 
the future

Then the Lord extended his
hand and touched my mouth,
saying, 'See, I place my words
in your mouth!' (Jer 1:9)



Word of God
Living and
Active

Angela, Brendan, Eric, 
and Leah Niklason
Congratulations on celebrating 
30 years of priesthood! Thank you
for your witness to Christ. 

Thank you for your ministry and
unfailing commitment to OLGC and
associated Parishes over many
years. It has been a pleasure getting
to know you both as a Parish Priest
and a friend. It's thanks to your
spiritual direction that I (Angela)
really came to know that the word of
God is living and active, which has
really transformed the way I see
scripture and prayer. 

A special thank you for saying our
Wedding Mass. The homily you gave
that day was truly inspired and your
words about sharing the language of
faith have really stayed with us as a
couple and have helped guide our
early years of marriage.  

You continue to be in our prayers,
especially as you celebrate this
milestone. May God pour out His
abundant blessings on you. In Christ.
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Janine Dobson
Congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of your ordination to the
priesthood.  Your many
achievements are to be admired.
May this now be the beginning of
many more happy, healthy,
productive and personally rewarding
years in the priesthood. With very
best wishes.

Jane, Richard & Sarah Hearn Kate
and Harry Lechte
Congrats on your 30th anniversary of
Ordination into the Priesthood. How
lucky we are to have you as our
Parish Priest. May God bless you on
your continued journey with many
more years of guidance.  kindest
regards.
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May the grace
and peace of
Our Lord be
with you
Andrew Smolka
Congratulations on achieving 
30 years of outstanding ministry to
generations of grateful parishioners
and best wishes for many, many
years to come.

Denise, Clare, Shannon, David,
Steph, Ella and Tom Griffiths
Congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of your Ordination to the
Priesthood.  Our family feel very
grateful to have shared part of this
journey with you in a such unique
and privileged way. Our love and
thanks for your special dedication.

Maria Tamburrini and family
Congratulations and very best
wishes Father Brendan on your 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination into
the Priesthood. Thank you for all you
have done for all of us.

For ever I will sing the goodness of the
Lord. (Ps 89:21)

Brenda Wilson
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood. Your work is very much
appreciated, especially at this
challenging time.  It is a joy to be
able to participate in our Sunday
Mass and to remain socially
connected at this time.

Arthur & Judy Gibbs
Many thanks for your faithful service
and commitment to Almighty God
and our Church. We have been
blessed to have you. May it continue
for years to come!

Bonita Dhillon
May the grace and peace of Our
Lord be with you in all you do. Thank
you for your faithful service and
commitment and may you continue
to be sustained by His grace and
may your life in God's service always
be filled with joy.

Angela Somers
Congratulations Brendan on your
30th Anniversary. Thank you for your
dedication, you have been a great
comfort, particularly during these
challenging times.



Continuity 
of Care
Mary & Rod and all the extended
Ryan family
Congratulations on the 30th
Anniversary of your Ordination.  It is a
great milestone and testament to
your dedication and commitment to
give your life to God’s service.  We
would also like to thank you for your
friendship over the last fourteen
years as well as support and spiritual
guidance. It has been wonderful to
have you as our Parish Priest for so
many years providing real continuity
of care and friendship. May God
bless you always and keep you
healthy and safe and we look
forward to being able to celebrate
this significant occasion with you
when we can. With love.

Marina & Poolo Jothy
God bless you Brendan on your
special day and always.  Thank you
for your dedicated service to our
community.

So whoever is in
Christ is a new
creation. 
(2 Cor 5:17)
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Nimmis & Rajesh Raveendran
While it’s only been a few years for
us moving into Deepdene Parish, we
want to say that we are deeply
honoured and extremely happy to
have you as our priest. We have to
say that you are the most humble
priest and a delight to talk to
anytime and anywhere on any topic.  
Wishing you the very best on your
30 year anniversary and praying
selfishly that you have many many
more with us.

John Weymouth
Congratulations on your 30 years of
priestly service: what an
achievement! It has been wonderful
to be part of your parish.
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Liz Tehan & James Woodburn
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary of your ordination.  You
have been an amazing leader in our
Parish and we appreciate everything
you have done to create and
maintain an active parish.  Under
your guidance, the Parish appeals
across all ages, it offers a variety of
opportunities for people to become
involved to express their faith in their
own way,  and it balances the needs
of both the devoted parishioners and
the occasional visitors. You
continually help us to successully
navigate the uncertain path that our
faith leads us on in our lives. 

You hold a very special place in our
family, having been a part of our faith
expression across many years.  It
was lovely having you attend our last
significant birthday celebration and,
more recently,  Anna's marriage.  We
appreciated you attending both
those parties to meet with our
broader family and friends which
helps provide a greater depth to our
connection.  We hope the links that
bind us grow stronger over the years
and that we continue to build our
friendship based on faith, hope and
love.

Congratulations on the past 30 years
and best wishes for the next 30 years
to come.  It is exciting to think what
the Church may look like at that time
with people like you helping to drive
it into the future.

Parish and
Community
Jenny Ainsworth and family
I would like to wish you the warmest
congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of your ordination. Our
family has been touched by your
devotion, and service, especially for
my much loved mother, Kathleen,
and I know that you have shown the
same care for so many other families
in the Parish. As you find yourself
carrying the burden of so many
responsibilities, be strengthened with
the knowledge of how much we all
love and appreciate you. All the best
for the next thirty years, and may God
bless, and keep you strong. 

Angela Devoy
Congratulations Brendan on this
wonderful milestone, a lifetime  of
dedication to others. I have many
happy memories of special liturgical
celebrations at Deepdene. You
always seem to be able to see the
positive in situations and say the right
words. I will always remember your
words to me that Deepdene was my
spiritual home and I would always be
welcome at OLGC. Thank you. May
you continue to be blessed in your
work and your life.
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Generosity of Spirit
Let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father. (Matt 5:16)

Budget Used
Kate Dugan, Simon, Sophie and
Anna Zebrowski
Congratulations on 30 years as cat
herder .... err .. I mean a shepherd to
your flock. If only the reputation of
today’s Catholic Church reflected
the example of priests such as
yourself. You have achieved so
much at our parish(es) since we
were blessed with your
appointment.  Those achievements
plus your vision, drive, patience and
resilience (all while completing your
PhD) all are befitting (in our unbiased
opinion) of the title ‘Bishop of
Canterbury’. Thank you mostly
though, for your much valued love
and friendship over the years, may it
continue unabated for decades to
come. With great love and best
wishes.

Sr Michele Toussaint
Brendan congratulations on your
30yrs of Priesthood  What a
wonderful achievement. Thanking
God for the gift of who you are and
for your faithfulness to God and to
his people. Thanking God also for
your openness to try new things.
May God bless you abundantly
Omega Blessings.

Mary & Peter Gurry
We send congratulations to Father
Brendan on the occasion of his
celebration of 30 years of
priesthood. As parishioners of Our
Lady of Victories, Camberwell we
have come to recognise and
appreciate Father Brendan's
leadership, compassion and
generosity of spirit.We are indeed
fortunate to have such a warm and
capable priest as our Parish leader.
Thank you Father Brendan.

Margaret & Frank Hawkins
Congratulations Brendan on this
wonderful achievement ..30 years of
your lifetime a wonderful
achievement  full of memories of
places & people you have met on
your journey to us here at OLGC. We
are blessed to be part of your
continuing journey looking after
everyone in all your parishes
especially in this very different year
of 2020....always with every best wish
& thanks.
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Bruce McLaren and family
Congratulations on your milestone. If
I’m remembering right almost half of
your career has been at OLGC. Lucky
for us!  I’m grateful for your
consistent progressive stance and
emphasis on social justice. This must
have required some effort in a
comfortably middle class
community. How much the church
seems to have changed since school
days! The music at OLGC has
become much more consistent, and
more an integral part of the Mass
under your mentorship. In the midst
of all of this you’ve completed your
doctorate. I haven’t started to put into
words your work to maintain the
energy of the parish during the
emergency this year, and the
clerical careers you have fostered. 
Thanks for everything.  Fondest
regards.

Carmel Holmes
Congratulations on this wonderful
achievement of 30 years in the
priesthood.  My prayers are with you,
especially in these challenging times.
I look forward to our return to Mass
one day as do all parishioners.  Thank
you for your care to all.  May God
bless you. 

Social Justice
Beside restful waters he leads
me; he refreshes my soul. 
(Ps 23:2-3)

Grainne & Anthony Jackson
The Jackson family wish you a very
special congratulations on your 30th
anniversary of being in the
priesthood. It’s an incredible
milestone for you and one you
should be proud of, as it has been
filled with many achievements within
OLGC Parish and beyond. Your
studies in Belgium have broadened
your horizons and ecumenical
knowledge greatly….so much so, that
you have been promoted from one
Parish to five! You have presided
over many of our family milestones –
children’s sacraments, relative’s and
friends funerals, big birthdays,
anniversary Masses etc. We have
been lucky to experience some
involvement in the Parish through
the Finance Committee, Parish
Leadership Team, Children’s Liturgy,
Catechist Programs, Eucharistic
Minister and Leader/Lector which
were all wilfully participated in under
your leadership. Your role has been
challenging in many areas, but you
maintain a wonderful positive
outlook on life. May you have many
more years of strong leadership,
wise mentoring and enjoyable
experiences in your pastoral and
spiritual role, and we look forward to
(maybe) celebrating this milestone
with you some day in the future.



Empathy
Peter & Margaret Gill and the
family
Congratulations on the celebration
of your 30th anniversary of
priesthood. You had a vision on
arrival which developed over time
with your very successful Doctoral
studies at Leuven and was put into
practice in the parish and then rolled
out to further parishes as they
merged. You now have so many
parish groups  working so
successfully in a very wide range of
mission to fulfil your vision of the
model parish. 

We have been very privileged that
you have beautifully married our son
Michael and his wife Fleur and then
conducted baptisms for three of our
grandchildren. We have also
enjoyed many fascinating dinners
with Joe Caddy and yourself leading
to stimulating discussions. All this
has been done with such joy, flair,
good humour and real empathy for
the individual. You have used your
God given talents as a great benefit
to many. May we continue
celebrating together. With love.
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Kerry & Francis Bourke
We would like to congratulate you
on your 30th anniversary of
Ordination to the priesthood.  In the
years that we have know you, we
have been delighted by your
warmth and happy nature whenever
we meet.  We also enjoy your
homilies and your inclusiveness of
the parishioners at Mass. Francis
always has his note book ready to jot
down your "pearls of wisdom". Thank
you for your years of service to the
Lord and His people.  May He grant
you many more years of health,
happiness, satisfaction and
fulfillment with your life. Kindest
regards.

Serve the Lord
with gladness.
(Ps 100:2)
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Wonderful 
Achievement

Anne and Phill Marchingo
Phill and I would like to send you our warmest congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary of Ordination, a wonderful achievement of which you must be
very proud. We are parishioners of Surrey Hills Wattle Park and attached to
our Our Lady's Church and have not known you for very long. However we are
so grateful to you for becoming our parish priest and for your much-
appreciated pastoral care of us at this time. We enjoy joining with you in the
recorded liturgies and look forward to getting together with you when we are
able to. We hope you have a wonderful celebration on 25th August. Best
wishes.

Hard Work and Dedication

David and Louise Moodie and family
Congratulations to you, Brendan, on the thirtieth anniversary of your
Ordination to the Priesthood.  Thank you for your ongoing willingness to give
of yourself to our community.  You have been a wonderful spiritual guide to
us all and your hard work and dedication is much appreciated.  We hope that
we may be able to celebrate in person with you in the not too distant future.
All the best to you Brendan and from all of us congratulations again on this
milestone achievement.

Anna & Donald Leung
Congratulations on your 30th anniversary of ordination. Under your liberal
leadership, you led us in building a faithful and cordial community among the
Parishes.  Your genuine and sincere approach makes everyone feel welcome.  
More importantly, your devotional homilies help nurturing our Christian faith.
Thank you for journeying with us. Your vocational service reflects the Lord’s
presence to us all. We are blessed to have you as our Parish Priest.
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Baptism

Bob & Catherine Newman
Hope you can keep going for
another 30 years because we sure
[as hell] need you. We are very
grateful that you were able to
marry our son Leon and Abbey at
Xavier in 2015. They live in Perth
and now have two kids Patrick 4y
and Margot 2y. When this COVID
crisis is over I hope to come back
to you for the Baptism of our
youngest grand child Jack now 9
months, our daughter's son.  Best
wishes for your anniversary.

Michael Charge
Many congratulations on
celebrating 30 years of service and
for your continued dedication to
the local Inner East suburbs. May
the weeks and months ahead bring
new rays of hope and togetherness
for us all! 

Then he took the bread,
said the blessing, broke
it, and gave it to them.
(Lk 22:19)

Subsidiarity

Cecilia Courtney fcJ, Denise
Mulcahy fcJ, Helen Mary Langlands
fcJ, Margaret Maher fcJ, Margaret
O’Donohue fcJ, Mary O’Shannessy
fcJ
Congratulations Fr Brendan on the
30th anniversary of your ordination!
We the FCJ Community at Moonbria
Avenue, join you in giving thanks to
God for the gift you are to each
person. We consider ourselves very
fortunate to have you as our parish
priest.  We appreciate the way you
illustrate the principles of
subsidiarity and inclusivity in the way
you lead. We have all witnessed
your joy at celebrations, your
graciousness, your interest in
people, your love of music shown in
the value you place on a high
standard of music in liturgy, your
availability and approachability and
your comforting presence in time of
sorrow.  We have been enriched by
your homilies and by the quality of
your messages on the website.
With renewed congratulations and
with prayers for you.



Knowledge

Sing to the Lord a new song.
(Ps 96:1)

Rob Monaco
Infinite blessings on a great man
doing great things with and for great
communities. Congratulations.

Benjamin & Suzanne Wong
May the good Lord bless you in all
you do for him all the days of your
life.

Lindsay, Ashley, Jane, Francis,
Dominic, and Catherine Mitcham
Happy 30th anniversary! Thank you
for your priestly service, for your
example, and for your devotion to
Christ and His church. Thank you for
your support and friendship over the
last few years. We have been so
thankful to have you in our lives.
Jeremiah 3:15 "Then I will give you
shepherds after my own heart, who
will lead you with knowledge and
understanding." I wish we could
celebrate this milestone in person,
but I'm sure we can make up for it
for your 31st anniversary! May God
bless you and your ministry
abundantly.
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Jennifer Gray & OLGC Staff &
Students
Congratulations! What an amazing
achievement. We are so blessed to
have you at OLGC as you lead our
school and parish community to a
fully experience with God. May you
have 30 more years + in your chosen
vocation and share your faith and life
with people.

Adrian Anderson
Congratulations Brendan on
achieving 30 years of Priestly
Ministry. You have indeed imbued in
the combined Parishes in your
Ministry, an engaging inclusive and
welcoming presence, as well as
inspiring the Parish Community with
a greater sense of the faith which we
espouse. Your deep intellectual
curiosity has enabled the community
to seek new and challenging
avenues to continue the pentecostal  
mission  of spreading the word of
the Gospel to a wider audience. On a
personal note the highlight of your
Masses for me  is the  inspiring
message of the Gospel which you
impart succinctly and poignantly in
your Homily. Keep well, and
continued blessings!

Intellectual
Curiosity
Cynthia Ong
My heartfelt congratulations on the
30th anniversary of your priestly
vocation.  My grateful thanks for your
support towards me and my family.
May our Lord and His Mother always
bless and guide you with their love
and protection.  May you be richly
rewarded for the care of your flocks
in the 4 parishes that you shepherd.
God bless.

Catherine Croagh and all the Croagh
family - Dan, Emily, Peter, Gerard,
Elizabeth and Josephine
Congratulations and thank you for
dedicating your life over the past 30
years to the service of the Almighty
and to looking after his sheep. "Who
shall climb the mountain of the
Lord? Who shall stand in his holy
place? The man with clean hands and
pure heart, who desires not worthless
things, who has not sworn so as to
deceive his neighbour He shall
receive blessings from the Lord and
reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him, seek
the face of the God of Jacob" (Psalm
24:3-6 - from Morning prayer on
25/8/20). God Bless you and bring
you ever closer to Him.



Sacraments
Peter & Catherine Reid
We met Fr Brendan approximately
20 years ago when he was serving
the parish in Ivanhoe where we had
a small apartment. We both very
much enjoyed the Masses he
presided over there. 

We became engaged and Father
Brendan married us. We both very
much enjoyed and appreciated the
meetings we attended with him in
the months leading up to our
sacramental commitment to each
other. He put us at ease while
insisting we asked the important
questions of each other and of
ourselves before making our vows.
When the church in Ivanhoe was not
available on our preferred date he
went out of his way to find us
another beautiful church in the city.
He was a calming force for us in the
weeks leading to the ceremony and
on the day. He was a critical
contributor to that beautiful and
essential event in our lives together.

Jesus said to him,
"Feed my sheep". 
(John 21:17)
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Shortly after marrying, we moved to
Warrnambool, where we have
enjoyed a very happy existence with
our two beautiful children. Recently,
as we have not been able to attend
Mass due to COVID, we have been
tuning in to Brendan's on-line
Masses. He has not changed. Still a
calming influence, still thoughtful
and insightful, still a shining beacon
of peace for his faith.

Congratulations Brendan. Thank you
for your service. We know you are
not finished serving and we hope
that our paths will cross again.



Guidance 
in Faith

James, Julie, Matt, Jessie, Emma,
Gracie & JJ Douglas
Congratulations Brendan, what an
amazing achievement!  You have
accomplished so much in your life
and this is a time to rejoice in all
these things. Thank you for all the
inspirational homilies, reflections and
guidance in faith you have given us.
Thank you for all the times you have
reached out and given us hope
when we were in need. Thank you
for expressing yourself in times of
frustration. Thank you for the gifts
you have given us through the
sacraments we have received from
you. Thank you for the laughs, good
times, good food and wine we have
shared. We have made an acrostic
poem for you:
Brendan
Reed
Enlightened in your thoughts
Nourishing in your actions
Determined Doctor
Awesome person
Nurturing soul

God bless you forever.
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Jillian Moore
Congratulations on this wonderful
achievement and for being just a
very special priest for our parish &
community. I always feel so good
after attending a Mass that you have
presented and feel that you are just
talking to me and at times that has
been especially important at my
mother's anniversary and her
birthday.  May this time be very
special for you.  Take care, stay safe
& may you be blessed with
happiness at this time and always.
Kindest regards.



Belief
Kath Curtain
Congratulations on your 30th
anniversary of Ordination. Thank you
for your priestly care over so many
years, particularly during lockdown.
The Mass streamed online, the
prayer and constant updates are
much appreciated. Wishing you
peace, health and deep
contentment for many priestly years
ahead.

Amy Lau
Happy 30th Ordination Anniversary!
You have been a great leader to us
all. I am deeply grateful you have
been so welcoming to me in
bringing my ministry at OLV.  I will
continue to pray that the Lord
blesses you with many more years
of joyful service in his vineyard.

For he is good, the
Lord, whose
kindness endures
forever, and his
faithfulness, to all
generations.
(Ps 100:5)

Nadia Ziadeh
Congratulations on your 30 years
since your Ordination. A belief in
God-giving restoration. If you are
around, or you are far, you forget no
one from your care and kindness.
Thank you again and again for your
life, your love, your care and your
obligation. We can only hope to lead
this life in your adoration. May God
bless us in your service (and Happy
Birthday)!

John & Paula Timbs
Congratulations on your 30th
Anniversary. Thank you for all you do
in our parishes. We appreciate
having such a caring and wonderful
pastor. May God bless you and
sustain you in your priestly vocation.
With every good wish,
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Generous and 
Prophetic Service

Sr Barbara Brown-Graham fcj
What a blessing your 30 years as a priest – and your years prior to ordination -
-  have been to countless numbers of people of all ages, cultures, walks of
life!  Thanks be to God!  I imagine that when you responded to God’s call 
30+ years ago, you had no idea of the momentous implications of that ‘Yes’ –
of the challenges and joys, of the disappointments and fruitfulness. We, the
Faithful Companions of Jesus of Australia join with the parishes of Balwyn,
Deepdene and Camberwell in expressing our gratitude to God for your
presence among us and for your generous and prophetic service over many
years.  You have been a true friend to our FCJ Society and to many FCJ
Sisters.  In your role as chaplain at Genazzano you have been able to offer to
the students and staff a witness of ‘church’ that is, sadly, sometimes outside
their own experience.  I am mindful here of being so moved to read recently in
the parish e-news an article submitted by two newly-married ‘ECO’ Catholics
and of thanking God that they had met you!  And I was reminded again of this
at the end of our Sunday Mass online when you graciously thanked Jacinta for
her service as cantor over these many weeks.  That capacity to use your many
talents to enable, encourage, collaborate and delegate is a real gift that you
have and use to build up vibrant, mutual and synodal communities.  

More I could say, but allow me to finish with the words of Pope Francis as we
thank you “for your fidelity to the commitments you have made…for the joy
with which you have offered your life…for your witness of persistence and
patient endurance in ministry…” 

May the next thirty years bear abundant fruit, Brendan!  In thanksgiving and
companionship.



Parish Life

Do not neglect the gift you
have. (Timothy 4:14)

Terry & Lynda Janes and family
Congratulations Brendan on the 30th
anniversary of your Ordination. Our
family would like to express our
thanks to you for always being there
for us as a Priest, but also as a friend.
From conducting the funerals of
both our mothers, Paul and Lisa’s
wedding and the Baptisms of both
their daughters, Machaela and
Hannah. We wish you all the best for
the future, Brendan. Warmest
regards.
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Mirella, Garry, Marcus & Michaela
Messner
Thank you for 30 years of your
devoted service and commitment to
priesthood.  Congratulations and
may God continue to bless you for
many years more. What a wonderful
milestone.

Michael Choo
On behalf of the Choo family,
congratulations on achieving this
milestone. We hope and pray you
can continue guiding and
shepherding our parish for the years
to come.


