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ADVENT 
A Reflection by Fr Frank O’Loughlin 

 

Advent and Lent are quite different. Lent is concerned with our personal conversion 

and our identity as followers of Jesus. Advent is pervaded by the call “Come, Lord 

Jesus”. And this call is insistent and constant, even though he has already come! 

  

This Advent calling upon the Lord is a crucial part of our Christian life because the 

world we live in is out of joint; it is riddled with injustice, inequality, violence and the 

cutting short of life. 

  

The world is not as it should be! Such a conviction is simply the result of looking 

around us and taking stock of our own existence and that of our society and indeed 

of our whole world. And that is not just a matter of our present time, but has it not 

ever been so?  

  

The coming of the Lord in human flesh has not put a clear end to this troubled state 

of our world. Have his promises been in vain? What does it mean in our present 

situation to claim that he is the redeemer of the world or that he has brought new 

life and light into the world? 

  

In Christian conviction, we believe that he is indeed our redeemer, that he is the light 

and life of the world. But what he brought into the world is incomplete. We call upon 

him to come and complete what he has begun. So our Advent calling upon him is 

not so much a call for him to come again as a call for him to come and complete 

what his coming into our world sought to bring about. 

  

We believers exist in a tension between what has happened already and what is yet 

to come. Christ has already come and redeemed us but not yet!! We are awaiting 

the full fruition of his coming and of his gifts to our world. 

  

Advent invites us to immerse ourselves in our world’s needfulness, injustice, 

disharmony and all the rest of its troubledness and to do so calling upon Christ to 

come and in the awareness that he continues to come in his word and in the 

Eucharist in particular. We are called to be part of our world in the awareness that 

Christ and the Holy Spirit continue to be at work. They are at work for instance 

wherever we see among human beings those things listed as ‘blessed’ in the 

Beatitudes. 

  

Advent is therefore the season for emphasis on social justice; the season which 

makes clear that the search for justice and peace is integral to our being Christian. 

Advent – like all the liturgical seasons – brings to the surface an essential dimension 

of Christianity and the Church – our deep belonging to our present world which 

unconsciously cries out for Christ. It also brings out the fact that Christianity is 

incomplete and reaches out for its final completion in Christ. 

  

The dramatic nature of so many of the readings used during Advent with their 

images of urgency and of an approaching end are taken from a type of writing 

common in and before New Testament times. This writing is called apocalyptic.  

Such writing was a sort of coded way of speaking about crises that Judaism and 
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Early Christianity faced – it was coded to hide what they were saying from their foes. 

Such writing is not to be taken literally. 

  

These writings reflect the earliest Christian times when Christians believed that Christ 

would come again very soon – probably in their own lifetimes. But Christ did not 

return as they expected. Those first Christians had to learn by experience that the 

Lord’s coming would not be soon but that there were to be generations of 

generations of Christians living out their human lives and history as Christians. 

  

That original expectation was basically the expectation that Christ would return to 

bring to completion for all of them what had happened in his personal resurrection 

out of death. Thus the understanding of Advent as calling upon Christ to complete 

what he had begun goes right back to that earliest expectation but re-shaped in 

accord with the fact that such completion was not to occur so soon. 


